
 

P2P File-Sharing 
Service 

Developer/Protocol Features What happened? 

Napster 
(1999–2001) 

(Shawn Fanning, 
key developer) 

First widely used P2P 
file-sharing of music 
over a centralised 
server. 

Napster was sued in 2001 by 
many recording companies. 
In A&M Records Inc. v. 
Napster Inc. (2001), Napster 
lost due to vicarious and 
contributory copyright 
infringements. It was shut 
down soon after. 

Aimster/Madster  
(2000–2002) 

(started by a 
professor, John 
Deep) 

Private instant 
messaging which led to 
distribution of music 
and videos over a 
centralised server. 

An injunction was passed 
against Aimster/Madster as it 
wilfully supported the illegal 
file sharing of copyrighted 
work. 
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 LimeWire 
(2000–2010) 

Gnutella and later, 
BitTorrent 

P2P file sharing of MP3 
files over a 
decentralised server. 

In Arista Records LLC v. 
Lime Group LLC (2010), a 
permanent injunction was 
issued against LimeWire for 
inducing copyright 
infringement. $105 million 
was paid to Universal Music 
Group, Sony BMG, Warner 
Music Group and EMI. 

Grokster 
(2001–2005) 

FastTrack P2P file sharing, 
predominantly of 
music, over a 
decentralised server. 

Shut down after the SCOTUS 
decision in MGM Studios Inc 
v. Grokster Ltd (2005). Paid 
$50 million to music and 
recording companies. 

Morpheus 
(2001–2005) 

Opennap and then 
later on by many 
other protocols. 

P2P file sharing over a 
decentralised server. 

Rendered extinct after the 
MGM Studios Inc. v. 
Grokster Ltd case. 
StreamCast Networks filed 
for bankruptcy in 2008 and 
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www.morpheus.com ceased 
to exist. 

Kazaa 
(2001–2012) 

FastTrack (In 2001, 
Consumer 
Empowerment sold 
it to Sharman 
Networks) 

P2P file sharing of 
music, videos, etc, 
functioning over a 
decentralised server. 

Sharman Networks settled 
shortly after Grokster. It 
intended on appealing the 
decision passed by the 
Federal Court of Australia 
but ended up settling there as 
well. 
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The Pirate Bay 
(2003–) 

BitTorrent P2P sharing of media 
amongst BitTorrent 
users over a 
decentralized server.  

Charges were filed against 
The Pirate Bay (TPB) in 
2008 for promoting copyright 
infringement. It ended in 
2009, with the arrest of the 4 
individuals connected with 
TPB. They served a sentence 
of 1 year each and paid a fine 
of $3.5 million. 
TPB continues to survive 
through other mirror sites. 

KickassTorrents 
(2008–) 

BitTorrent P2P sharing of  books, 
music, videos, games 
and other content 
amongst BitTorrent 
users, over a 
decentralized server. 

Founder Artem Vaulin was 
arrested on July 20, 2016 and 
is to be tried later in August 
for charges including money 
laundering and criminal 
copyright infringement. 

	


