
	  

Note: Please do not reproduce any part of this interview without the permission of Artistik 
License or Pooja Saxena. 

 
TALKING TO POOJA SAXENA 

 
(1) So to begin with, what's your journey been like so far and what are some of 
the projects that you're a part of? With particular reference to the Ballot, what 
gave you the idea to start/contribute to such a cool and informative initiative? 
 
 
I studied communication design at the National Institute of Fashion Technology 
in Delhi and then went on to work as a graphic designer, even though by then I 
had realised that what I really wanted to do was draw type. By the end of that 
year, I managed to secure a place at the typeface design programme at the 
University of Reading (UK) and by fall, I was off! My time at Reading was, 
without a doubt, very intense. More than anything else, it opened my eyes to 
how much there is to learn. From there, I traveled to the west coast of the US 
to work with the fonts team at Apple in Cupertino, and by the end of 2012, I 
was back in India.I was looking to take a break from work for a few months 
after my return, and that ended up being the perfect time to work on some 
self-initiated projects that had been on my mind for some time.  
 
The first fun project I dived into was in collaboration with my brother Prateek 
and one our friends, Pratul Kalia, to build a book cataloging application for 
personal libraries. It was created, first and foremost, to help the three of us get 
our own books organised. The application is called Ex Libris. 
 
This free time gave me the opportunity to really invest time and effort into 
Enzo the Baker, a food blog I had started running with Amber Sinha a few 
months earlier.  
 
At the same time, I was also working with a friend, Nirbheek Chauhan, to build 
a free and open-source website that can be used to convert text in the 
Devanagari script (what we use to write Hindi, Marathi, Sanskrit, etc.) to 
Bharati Braille. We launched the website and convertor in May 2013.  
 
Back when I lived in Delhi, along with Kriti Monga of Turmeric Design, we 
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would build public lettering installations called Typerventions in the city. I really 
wanted to replicate that idea in Bangalore. Typerventions become a great 
space for not only collaborative building and creating some awareness of 
letters and typography, but also for typophiles to meet each other. I organised 
a typervention picnic in the summer at Cubbon Park, and over two dozen 
people came along to make lettering with food. We even caught the attention 
of the Hindu Metro Plus!  
 
Soon, Nirbheek and I teamed up again, this time to work on what became The 
Ballot. We had spoken extensively when I was in the US during the general 
elections that re-elected Obama, and we had rued the lack of any well-
designed, easily available online resources for the common person about the 
Indian democracy and elections. We wanted to fill this gap. The Ballot went 
online on Independence Day last year. 
  
 
(2) In light of the projects that you seem to be interested in, do you feel that 
design can contribute to greater social awareness? 
 
Design can not only be used as a tool to augment social awareness campaigns, 
but it can be used to make people's lives better. Well-designed cities and 
transport systems, easy-to-follow train and metro maps as well as road signs, 
culturally and environmentally sustainable furniture and clothing, engaging 
school textbooks—and closer home to what I do—respectful and usable 
typefaces for people who use different scripts, especially for those groups 
whose language and script have been marginalised, can go a long way in 
improving the quality of people's day-to-day lives. 
  
 
(3) What are some of the challenges you think young social entrepreneurs face 
today - anything in your experience that seems to suggest that things are 
harder or easier for women - or is gender often something that is just given 
way too much importance?  
 
At best, I can be called a hobbyist social entrepreneur, and even that wouldn't 
be completely accurate. These projects, wonderful as they are, do not provide  
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any source of income for me, neither do I employ others to work on them. So 
for me to comment on the challenges that young social entrepreneurs face 
today would be misguided. I'm just a case of someone who has trouble sitting 
still. If I want to make something, that I think will be useful or interesting, and I 
can find ways to make it happen—most often with some help from my ever-so-
talented friends—I do it. 
 
I feel that one of the things that would have helped me a great deal, especially 
when I was younger, was if I knew about more women role models. The more I 
have tried to look for them, the more I have realised that it is not as if women 
haven't done interesting work or great things, but that their stories haven't 
been told. Take, for instance, Ada Lovelace or Grace Hopper, who are 
important figures in computer science, a field seen as being dominated by 
men. On a related note, last year I had the opportunity to participate as an 
intern in the Outreach Programme for Women run by the GNOME Foundation. 
The OPW is an initiative to involve more women in free and open source 
software. I wanted to mention this initiative because a program of this nature 
could go a long way in helping young women who wish to work in fields 
dominated by men find role models and mentors. 
  
Links: 
 
Prateek Saxena http://prtksxna.com/ + https://twitter.com/prtksxna/ 
Pratul Kalia http://pratul.in/ + https://twitter.com/lut4rp 
Amber Sinha https://twitter.com/ambersinha07 
Nirbheek Chauhan http://nirbheek.in/ + https://twitter.com/nirbheek 
Kriti Monga https://twitter.com/turmericdesign 
Turmeric Design http://turmericdesign.com/ 
 
Ex Libris http://ex-libris.in/ 
Enzo the Baker http://enzo-the-baker.tumblr.com/ 
Bharati Braille Convertor http://bharati-braille.pareidolic.in/ 
Typerventions http://typerventions-in-bangalore.tumblr.com/ + 
http://www.thehindu.com/todays-paper/tp-features/tp-metroplus/eat-your-
own-words/article4906514.ece 
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The Ballot http://theballot.in/ 
 
GNOME's Outreach Programme for Women https://gnome.org/opw/ 
 
My website http://poojasaxena.in/ 
My blog http://poojasaxena.wordpress.com/ 
My work for the OPW http://dispatchesfromopw.wordpress.com/ 
 


